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rhe mission:

engaging ramariki in rthe adventure of discovering who jesus is, rthrough bible
staries.

rhe premise:

ramariHi are the newest recruits ar chronos derective agency. they have been given
their first mission as spy detectives. to travel back in fime and investigate rhe
grearest mystery of all, who eHactly is jesus?

over a series of 6 weeHs, children will rravel back rhrough rime and eHperience
bible sraries rhar help build a picture of who jesus is.

rhe lessons:

each week will have the following 3 lesson components:

¢ mission briefing: agents receive a mysterious clue from rhe pasr and their
mission for the week.

¢ time portal: agents pass through a "rime machine" inro the bible setting wwith
sounds, props, and costumed wwirnesses. [ger your talenred actors on a raster
quich!)

¢ derective debrief. agents will discuss whar they found and learned and add
clue cards ro the evidence board.

weeH 1: marthew 13, jesus the wise guy

weeH 2: marthew 14 jesus the miracle man

weeH 3: marthew 14 jesus the boss of creation

weeH 4: marthew 15 jesus rhe healer

weeH s: marthew 16 jesus the messiah [I7]]

weeH &: case closed.... or is it. plar rwist! marthew 15, jesus's uneHpected mission.)

if you are lectionary lovers, these lessons follow july 26™ - august soth.

TS




resources needed:

a rime machine! [inspirarion pic ro the right]

a pin board

skring

pins

clue cards far each ieek.

mission briefing envelopes for each weekH
manila envelope or folder [write fop secrel onit]

cure eHlras.:

for Hids ro wear/use
sunglasses

magnifying glasses

mini norebookhs for rhe Rids
id badges [see remplares])

agent ourfir for leaders:

long trench coar

fedora or derective har

fingerless gloves

tarch

belr covered in "gadgers" [old remotes, calcularors, oy binoculars)
ear piece or head set.
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resources needed

rime machine

mustard seed
clue cards #1 old coin

snachs speaHer
cushions

"rop secret" manila folder or envelope wirh clue card, musrard seed and old

SIS —//

coin inside.

leader's briefing

go hard our my friends. this is my bestr advice.

commit ra rhe bir. wharever helps you embody an agenr of a rop secrer rime fravelling
derective agency, do that.

also allow children ro offer ideas withour confirming ar denying. no idea is a bad idea!
ramariki will think rhey already Hnow the answer to this mission, your secrer mission
is ro help them see jesus and these bible staries in a new and fuller ay.

encourage curiosity however you can: "thar's a grear theory. write thar down!"

this weeH help children natice thar jesus didn'tr simply rell people whatr o do. he helped
them see god's Hingdom in a complerely new way.
everyone eHpected god's Hingdom o arrive with powerful armies and famous leaders.

bur jesus said god's Hingdom often srarts small, grows quietly, and is worrh giving
Evergrhing for. jesus understood rhings abour god thar nobody else could enplain liHe

E_—\, \\\\\\\\
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https://bibleproject.com/articles/are-the-parables-of-jesus-confusing-on-purpose/
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matt%2013%3A31-33%2C44-52&version=NRSVA
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"agents, welcome to the chronos detective agency!

today, you are no ordinary ramariki. you are now officially rime travelling derectives.
our agency has been given rhe mosrt imporrant case in all of hisrory. [hold up rthe
envelope. inside rhis case file is a mysrery rthar people have been asking for over
2,000 years: "whao is jesus, really?"

some people said he was a reacher. orhers said he was a prophetr. some rhought
he would become a powerful King. orhers believed he was god's promised rescuer.
bur whar does the evidence sayr

thar's where you come in.

over the neHr siH weeks, we will rravel back rhrough rime to investigare the people
whao mer jesus face-ro-face. we will inrerview Lirnesses, eHamine clues,
invesrigare evidence, and build a case file.

every week a new clue will arrive from rhe past. sometimes it mighr be a coded
message, a secret document, an intrercepred scroll, or a mysrerious object. your job
is ra figure our what it rells us abour jesus.

to do that, we'll step through the rime porral and rravel ro a differenr momentr in
hisrory. there, we'll meer wirnesses who saw jesus with their own eyes. we'll
listen carefully, asH questions, and collect evidence. then, working as derective
teamns, you'll investigare one important question:

"whar does rhis rell us abour who jesus is?"

each weeH we'll add a new clue o our evidence board. [point o the board ]

ar first, the clues might seem confusing. some pieces won't fir rogerher. some
clues may even seem o paint in different directions. we'll connect each clue and
heep following the evidence wherever ir leads.”

"so, agents, are you ready ro open rhe case file? [hype rthem upl]
then welcome to your first mission, the investigarion begins now."
[open manila folder, read clue card and pass around mustard seed and cain]

weeH 1 july asth
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wall ramarili through the "time machine" [sound effects available here)

once ramarili are through play ancient marketplace soundtracH [have jesus "freeze" until
the soundrrach srarts)

have jesus waiting on rhe orher side, cushions on the ground and snacHs available.
jesus becKons the ramarikli Fo come and sir and listen.

jesus acror reads aloud:

"have you ever seen a tiny lirtle seed? it doesn't look like much, does ir? bur Lwhen you
plant ir, it grows inro a huge planr where birds can come and build their nests.

god's Hingdom is like rhat.

i's also liHe yeasr rthar someone mides inro bread dough. ar first you can't even see it
working. bur afrer a while, rthe whole barch of dough has changed.

also, imagine you're digging in a field... and clunhk! your shovel hits a ireasure chesH

you open it and it's pacHed wirh gold and jewels! you'd be so eHcired! you'd thinH, 'i have
ro have rhis! so you sell everyrhing you've gor so you can buy rhatr field.

rhat's whar god's Hingdom is liHe. Hnowing god is worth more rhan anyrhing else you
could ever own."

now imagine someone who spends their life searching for beauriful pearls.

rhen one day... they find the perfect one. it's the mosr amazing pearl rthey've ever seen.
they Hnow it's worrh if, so they sell everyrhing they own just o get ir.

that's whar god's Hingdom is liHe. it's the grearest rreasure you'll ever find."

"does anyone have any questions?"

rake ramarikli bacH rhrough rhe rime partal, rurn marker sounds off and play time
rmachine sounds

weeH 1 july asth
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tFOQknLTXmA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=c2iMlggmX2A
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6ga4IICXyCE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6ga4IICXyCE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6ga4IICXyCE
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bach ar "headquarrers"

"rime rravellers, welcome back! you made it safely home. let's looh ar everyrhing we discovered
and see whar evidence we've collected. remember, derectives don't jump to conclusions, they
looH carefully ar the clues!"

invire children o discuss in pairs:
whar did jesus Hnowu thar surprised you?
whar did jesus say god's kingdom is liHe?
whar do all of those pictures rell us abour god's Hingdom?
is rhis whar Hingdom's are normally like? why or why nor?
did jesus sound like an ordinary teacher? why or uhy not?

how do you rhinH jesus knew so much abour god's Hingdom?

allow children ro offer ideas withour confirming rhe final answer. encourage
curiosiry: "rhar's a grear rheory. let's Reep collecting evidence over rthe neHr
fews weeHs and see where it leads."

evidence garhering

wrire some summarising thoughts on this weeks clue card and pin it to the evidence board.
ideas:

jesus understands god's Ringdom better than anyone else.

jesus is a wise teacher.

closing challenge
"this week, watrch for small things rhar grow info somerhing amazing, a seedling, bread rising, or
even a tiny acr of Hindness. every lime you see one, remember whatr jesus raught: god's Hingdom

ofren srarts small, bur god can use it o do somerhing incredible."

either send ramariki away wirh id badge remplare [see resources)

=01
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o complere ar home or complere rogerher if you have rime.
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resources needed

rime machine

clue cards #2

bag of chocolare fish and a slice of bread

acrors [jesus and philip the disciple]

"rop secrer" manila folder or envelope with clue card #2, choc fish

and bread inside.

leader's briefing

your mission rhis weeH leaders is o help ramariki really imagine themselves in this
biblical srory, by giving them the opportunity to be a Hey character.

this is a srory they may have heard before, and here rhey will be asHed by one of jesus
disciples ro give up their Hai for the saHle of a hungry crowd [good luch])

as well as rhis miracle being a "sign" [liHe a sign post, jesus is pointing fo who he is] it
also reaches us abour god's Kingdom. classic jesus doesn't just tell the people, he
shows rthem, god's Kingdom is abundanr as! rhere's enough for everyone.

go deeper on whar marthew is up ro with his gospel narrarive in this bible project video

nerdy side mission: notice where jesus rells people o sit in verse 1s.
whar season would this be in desert israel? [thinK neww grul.urh]r' "_.,-_-___-'—-.,\ _I
whar are agrarian communiry food srores like ar this rime
of rthe year? [Lue're close ra it here in aorearoa)
how does rthis change jesus' request o the disciples and

rhe narure of his provision.

m— \NNNNNN
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https://bibleproject.com/videos/matthew-14-28/
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matt%2014%3A13-21&version=NRSVA
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"derectives, before we head back rthrough the time portal, ler's remind ourselves
whar we discovered in our last investigarion.”
asH rhe ramarihi:

e whatl was our big question lasr wweek? (who is jesus?]

¢ whar did he compare god's Hingdom ro? [a liny seed, yeast, hidden rreasure, a
pearl]
whar was the clue we added to our evidence board?

new clue

open the rop secrer envelope.

inside you'll find:
e aslice of bread
e abag of chocolare fish
¢ aclue card rthar says: population: sooo

show rthe children each item one ar a rime. hand every child one chocolare fish and
say: "you can eal your chocolate fish... if you want...bur remember, we're
derectives. around here, everything could be a clue! you might need it larer."

asH rhemn o whisper o a friend whar rhis week's clues mighr mean.

"ler's trravel bacHh in rime and see if e can work out what they mean."

weeH 2 aug and
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walk ramariki through the "time machine" [sound effects here)

once ramariHi are through play crowud soundtrachH [have actors "freeze" until the
soundtrack srarts] philip the disciple waiting on rhe orher side

philip says:

"oh! you're here! rhank goodness! we've got a huge problem. there are people
everywhere. like... everywhere! five thousand of them! everybody's been listening ro
jesus all day...and now everyone's getting hungry. like...really hungry. [looks worried.] you
Hnow whar hungry turns infro? hangry. and hangry crowds are scary crowds!

i said, "jesus... maybe e should send everyone home so they can buy some food."
do you Know what he said? he said..."4you give them sometrhing ro eat." me! [furns
pocHers inside out.] i've gor narhing! no bakery. no supermarhet. no lunch truck. nothing!

[looks ar children.) hang on...did any of you bring anyrhing ro ear? [allow children ro hold up
their chocolare fish.) wait... you acrually did? whar a weird looking fish! [sniffs] well... it's
nor eHactly what i had in mind... has anyone gor any bread? [leader hands philip rhe slice
of bread.] oh! one slice of bread. so... le's see... one slice of bread...and a fewu fish....far aver
five thousand people. [looks doubtful] this is never going ro workH...

.unless..maybe jesus has a plan. come on! let's ashk him. [jesus enters calmly.)

philip: jesus...these guys have shared whar they have. it's everyrhing we could find.
[hands jesus rhe bread and gathers the chocolate fish.] it's nar much... bur it's all ue've
gor.

jesus: [simles ar rthe children.) thank you for sharing whar you had. somerimes god can
do amazing rhings with rhings thar seem very small. [jesus lifts the bread up.] let's thank
god. [jesus loohs roward heaven.) "farher, thank you for providing everyrhing e need.
please bless rhis food. amen."
[just as jesus is abour o begin breaking rhe bread... alarms begin.]
rime porral: warning! rempaoral window closing!
philip: whar? no! nor now! you're going tro miss rhe bestr part! quich! ger back ra your rime
portal befare you're stuch here forever! go! go!
we'll make sure the story gets writren down so you can find our whar .
happened when you ger home!
rake ramariki back rhrough rhe time portal, furn crowd sounds r ""'“
off and play time rmachine sounds

weeHl 2 aug a2nd
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tFOQknLTXmA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IKB3Qiglyro
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6ga4IICXyCE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6ga4IICXyCE
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bach ar "headquarrers”

"rime travellers, welcome back! you made it safely home. let's IooK ar everyrhing e
discovered and see whar evidence we've collected. remember, derectives don'r jump to
conclusions, they looK carefully ar the clues!"

invire children rolook ar clue card again. "naotice” backwards numbers and lerters on the
borrom of the card. [it's marthew 14:13-21 bachwards]) look up reference in the bible and
have someone read it aloud.

asH rthe children ro discuss in pairs:
¢ whar happened afrer we left? [note the abundance, it's one of the rhings jesus really

emphasised abour god's Hingdom, there;s more than enough for everyone!]
where else do we hear abour bread in rthe bible?
i wonder whar people were thinking and feeling when they wenr home?
did people have supermarkers bachk rhen? where did rheir food come from [made and
ofren growwn or caughr ar home)
how often do you think the people gor to have all you can ear meals?
whar does rhis miracle tell us aboutr jesus?

for older ramariki ready ro go deeper:
¢ where do you notice jesus is doing this amazing miracle? [deserted place or
wilderness)
whar orher rimes in the bible has bread been miraculously provided in the desert?
[manna]
if the crowd was rhinking abour moses and the manna in the desert, whar mighr they
wonder about jesus?

share back ro the group and wrrite some buller points on the clue card before pinning to the
evidence board.

weeK 2 aug 2nd
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resources needed

rime machine

clue cards #3

"rop secret" manila folder or envelope

mug of rea / rowel

peter [actor]

speaHer and a device rhar can read gqr codes [your phoneg]

\ Yy, \ Vo4 —//

leader's briefing

jesus walls on watrer: it's a tried and rrue classic! but just like last eek, this miracle is
a "sign" it's supposed o point to sometrhing. and not just that jesus is powerful and
awesome. here's some more conrexr for ya.

in aotearoa, we would maostly classify ourselves as beach people right? e know
how imporrant it is for Rids o ger swimming lessons and have beach safery sessions
and we pay surf life savers and have rules abour howu to use our beaches safely. we
also love beaches! they are a really imporrant hang our place in our country!

this was not the case for the israelites. in fact, the sea was scary. a lot like "the deep

dark forest" in european Fairy rales, rhe sea was o be feared in jesus’ israel.
can you rhink of arher rimes in the bible when israelites were rescued our of the sea?
whar clues mighr marthewu be leaving us here abour jesus identiry?
these links ro rhe old restament are crucial content for
whar jesus was revealing o his people.

E_—\, \\\\\\\\
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https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matt%2014%3A13-21&version=NRSVA
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recap

"derectives, before we uncaover our neHr clue, let's remind ourselves whatr Lwe
discovered in our lasrt investigarion.”
asH rhe ramarihi:

e whatl was our big question lasr wweek? (who is jesus?]
¢ whar did he do or say?
* whar was rhe clue we added ro our evidence board?

new clue

open the rop secrer envelope.

inside you'll find:
¢ aclue card wirh a gr code.

scan the gr code to listen ro a mayday message from rhe disciples aboard a ship.
jusr afrer this message is finished perer [disciple/actor] is to burst through rhe rime
machine. kids aren'tr going through roday [if they asH, it's oo stormy, no one boughtr
a raincoar or a welrsuir did they?]

see neHr page for perer's script.

weeH 3 aug sth
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[sound effects as peter burst through time portral]

petrer [wirh soaked hair, looking cold stimbls through portal)

leader:whoa!! Luho are you? you're absolurely soaked! here... [hands him a rowel.] dry
yourself off. would you like a nice cup of rea? [hands him mug.]

petrer: oh... thanh you. i needed rhat. you have no idea what i've just been rhrough.
acrually..maybe you do. you're the time-travelling detectives, aren't you? well... you
picked a crazy day to try and visit! don'r go in there, it's a storm!

leader: whar happened?

perer: well... jesus rold us o ger in the boar and head across the lake. he srayed behind to
pray. ar first everyrhing was fine. then... the wind srarted getting stronger the waves got
bigger...and bigger...and bigger! our boar was bouncing everywhere! we'd been rowing for
hours! none of us was gerting anywhere. then... [whispers] we saw someone.. walkling
across the water. walking. on. rhe. warer.

leader: seriously?

perer: seriously! we all screamed. we thought it uas a ghost! bur then we heard jesus
saying, "rake courage! it is i. don't be afraid. well... if it really was jesus... i Luantred proof. so
i shoured, "lord, if it's really you, rell me ro come o you on the warer!” do you know whar
he said? ... "come on"... i don't usually think rthings rhrough...i just do them. so... i climbed
over the side of the boatr. and... i didn'r sink! i Luas actually... walking. on. warer! can you
believe if? i was walking rowards jesus! [smiles proudiy.)

bur rhen...i looHed away from jesus. i noticed rhe wind. the waves. the starm. and

suddenly... i wasn't thinking abour jesus anymore. i was rhinking... "i'm sranding on
warer! rhar's when...i srarted ro...sink. [slowly crouches lower.) down... down... down...
i shoured, "lord! save me!"
[a loud voice is heard offsrage.] jesus [offsrage): perer! come bacHh!
peter: oh! rthat's jesusl! i've got ro go! you'll have ro find our wwhar happened neHt!

quicH! read the clue card closely! [runs back through the rime porral.]

leader: derectives...peter didn't finish rhe srory.
(looR ar clue card and find reversed bible reference

ar rhe borrom)

weeH 3 aug sth
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tFOQknLTXmA
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read marthews 14:22-33

asH rhe children ro discuss in pairs:
¢ whar happened when perer wenr back?
i wonder why jesus chose ro walk our ta themn’?
i wonder whar orher srories abour being rescued from the sea, might have popped into
the disciples minds?

i wonder why perer piched walling on watrer as the tesr o see if it Was acrually jesus
whar does rthis miracle tell us aboutr Lwho jesus is?

share back ro the group and wrrite some buller points on the clue card before pinning to the
evidence board.

weeH 3 aug sth
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resources needed

rime machine

clue cards #u4

jesus and a canaanire wwoman [actor]

speakler

hwo ziplock bags and a selection of roy animals including a sheep

[prep work involved far this eek! see beloww!)

\ y, \ VP74 —//

leader's briefing

to help ger ro the juicy truths, i've pulled a eugene pererson and raken liberties with rhis
week's bible reading. bur don'r rake it from me, check our whar nr wrighr has ro say
abour rhis passage, [which can make us modern readers wonder "is jesus racisi™™)

nr does it berter rhan me, so please, read on! eHcerpt's from nr wright's "marrhewy for

EVEN_.IDI'IE

whar other staries can you recall, where god's mind seemed o be changed by the
persistance of a person in need?

clue prep: write on your first ziplochk bag "step 1" and on the other "step 2"
pur sheep roy in step 1 bag, and orher animals in srep 2 bag

weeH 4 aug 1sth
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1HX8yzIMAEPr12iKykvTQ7cJ0-KTgO_pE/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1HX8yzIMAEPr12iKykvTQ7cJ0-KTgO_pE/view?usp=sharing
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matt%2015%3A10-20%2C%2021-28&version=NRSVA
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matt%2014%3A13-21&version=NRSVA
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recap

"derectives, before we head back rthrough the time portal, ler's remind ourselves
whar we discovered in our last investigarion.”

asH rhe ramarihi:

e whatl was our big question lasr wweek? (who is jesus?]
¢ whar did he do or say?
* whar was rhe clue we added ro our evidence board?

new clue

open the rop secrer envelope.

inside you'll find:
¢ aclue card rhar says "the mission"
¢ 2 ziplock bags, one with a sheep inside, one with a bunch of arher animals.

whar mighr these clues reveal abour jesus identiry

"ler's head inro the rime portal and find our whar rhese clues can reach us abour
who jesus is"

weeH 4 aug 1sth
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wall ramariki through rhe "rime machine" [sound effects here)

jesus: [ro Hids] hi guys you're just in rime, we're walkling o the nexr rown, fyre.
ler's go, [srarts walking away and ralking) it should rake us abour 3 days, does rhar sound
good?

canaanite woman [yelling from the other side of the room): eHcuse melll jesus!!! hey! son
of david, you're rhar guy ay!? [jesus ignares rhe yelling]

leader: umm jesus, i think she wants to ralH o you....
jesus: yes but i'm aon a mission
leader: o ryre?

jesus: well... no.... it's a bir more complicared than that... i'm here o help israel be who god
made themn o be, and so my mission is o help israel, my lost sheep i call themn, and rhat
lady is from canaan, not from israel.

leader [to Hids) : hmm weird, i'm sure jesus has helped people who aren't from israelites
before....

canaanite woman [comes and Hneels down infront of jesus] : lord help me, my daughtrer
is really unwell, she needs your help!

jesus: i'm really sorry lady, i'm on a mission to feed the lost sheep of israel, you're nar a
sheep though are you? rhe food i've gor is for my sheep, i can't rake it our of their mourhs
o give it to other animals, imagine raking the food away from your sheep to feed a dog?

canaanire woman: yeah, bur dogs also ger fed by their owners, don't they?

jesus [really looRing ar her, rthen smilling): you are right. wowy, your fairh in god is huge! you
were asking abour help for your daughrer? she's healed.

canaanire woman: running off, "thanHks jesus! you're the best"

leader [to Rids)] ok we'd berrer head home and figure our our clues!

weeH 4 aug 1sth
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tFOQknLTXmA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tFOQknLTXmA
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asH rhe children ro discuss in pairs:
i wonder why jesus ignored rhe woman at first?
i wonder whar would have happened, if the woman hadn't kept pushing and asking?
i wonder why jesus' mission to the israelites was so important ta him?
i wonder why the woman called him the son of david?
whar does this stary tell us aboutr who jesus is?

whar might our clues have been trying o tell us? [step 1/step 2.]

whar do you think srep 2 lIooked like? [jesus' rescue plan is nor just for israel bur far the
whole world))

how do you think the canaanire woman knew abour step 2 in jesus’ plan before even
his disciples did?

share back ro the group and wrrite some buller points on the clue card before pinning to the
evidence board.

weeH 4 aug 1sth

SRR




Vil i

eHod 1:8 - 2:10

mall 16:13-20

MESSIAH

/ \ S SIS
resources needed

rime machine cushions

clue cards #s Hai

speakler mirror in manila envelope

phone wirh google translare app downloaded [open app before hand
o ser languages o hebrew/english])

acrors: jesus, peter, and miriam
\ V70204 —//

V4

leader's briefing

this weeHh is supposed o be a bit of a mic drop, bur really, the clues have been rthere all
through rhe lasr 4 LueeHs. jesus has been hinting thar he's the messiah, and marthewu
the gaospel author has cerrainly been making it obvious thar he's acting a lot liHe
maoses, the og rescuer of the israelites.

man, whar would you do to ger to acrually rime travel and sit in on this epic moment
ay. where peter, brave, jumping in head first peter, finally spits ir our "i recHon you're the
messiah" were victory fist pumps a thing back then? i wish i could've seen the lookH
on jesus' face.

anywho, ro really bring home far the ramariki, the reason why being "the messiah" is
such a big deal, the rime machine is going ro begin to malfunctrion... and accidenrally
send rhem bacH to old resrament fimes. you're welcome.

here's a bible projecr video rhar reases out the jesus/moses connection

weeH 5 aug 23rd
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https://bibleproject.com/guides/book-of-matthew/
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Exod%201%3A8%20%E2%80%93%202%3A10&version=NRSVA
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matt%2016%3A13-20&version=NRSVA

Vil d/4 —W

"derectives, befare we head back through the time portal, let's remind ourselves
whar we discovered in our last investigarion."
asH rhe ramarihi:

¢ whar was our big question last weeH? [who is jesus?)
¢ what did he do or say?
¢ whar was rhe clue we added o our evidence board?

new clue

open the rop secrer envelope.
inside you'll find:

¢ aclue card wirh a phoro of a stone rabler erched with hebrew letrering.
¢ asecond clue card
* amirror

'i wonder when this artifacr is from? it looKs like they didn't use paper at that rime!"
"i wonder whatr this says™

"who Hnow whar sort of code or alphaber this mighr be?"

"i have a spy gadger rhar might help us decipher this!"

[use the google translare app on your phone to rranslate, nore thatr it should say it
derecrs hebrew as well as rranslaring]

which people group speak hebrewws?

let's go rhrough rhe rime porral and find our mare!

weeH 5 aug 23rd

e O




Va4

PIPIIIS —/

play time machine soundtracH [important ta use this one as it has a "malfunction message"
to eHplain where they are]
play army marching sounds

miriam: [bursts in carrying a tightly wrapped baby bundle. she is frightened, consrantly

looRing over her shoulder. she rocks rhe bundle while trying to sray hidden.)

miriam: [Wwhispering urgently] you shouldn't be here! you have to leave! can you hear themn?
they're coming. the soldiers. rthe pharaoh has given an order. every hebrew baby boy...must
die. [hugs the bundle righriy.)

leader: wait...who are you protecting?
miriam: my lirtfle brorher, moses. if the soldiers find him... they'll Hill him.
leader: why would pharaoh do sometrhing so terrible?

miriam: because there are roo many of us. we're hebrewss. we've become slaves. pharaoh is
afraid we'll become stronger than egypt. so first he made us wark until we could hardly
stand... and nowu... he wanrs our baby boys gone. [gasps] quick! everyone hide! [ducK dowun
togerher.]

leader: [whispers)] how long has this been happening?

miriam: for years. we've cried. we've prayed. we've begged god ro rescue us. bur norhing
changes.

leader: then why don't you give up?

miriam: because god promised. a rescuer would come one day. we're still waiting.
she rurns desperarely ro rhe children.

miriam [furning o children) have you seen him? rhe rescuer? do you know where he is?
leader: well... we're acrually looking for—we can't tell you, bur he's coming!

miriam [almostr crying.) then please... if you see him... tell him... we need him. rell
him we're waiting. where is our messiah, our rescuer?
[she clurches the baby and begins ta leave. then stops.)
here they come! run!
[leader rakes Rids bacH rhrough portal, sound effects herg]

weeH 5 aug 23rd
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1U6bjnt4Hyys-tksJ6BH-Hdrnx7x6gLaW/view?usp=drive_link
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=V_FimUxIhSg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tFOQknLTXmA

Vil d/4 —W

"wouu. thar wasn'r the rime of jesus... but it was part of the story thar leads o him.
ler's thinH liHe derectives:
investigarion questions

¢ why were god's people desperate for a rescuer or messiah, in hebrews?

¢ whao was rhar baby?

¢ could rhis baby be the rescuer they were waiting for?

"we'll have o Keep investigaring..."

ler's try ro ger through ta our jesus story again and see how the rime machine goes this

weeH 5 aug 23rd
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wall ramariki rhrough rthe "rime machine” [sound effecrs here]

jesus and petrer sitting on cushions in a circle with food in the middle

jesus: welcome guys come and join us! [Rids o sit down and have some snacks)
jesus: sp, you've been hanging our with me for a while now, i've gor a question....uho am i?

peter: we'll jesus, people have gor also sorts of theories, whar abour you detectives, who do
you recHon jesus is? [give Hids opportunities ra answer]

jesus: whar abour you? [points o perer] you'e been hanging our wirh me for nearly 3 years!
whao do you think i am?"

peter: you're the messiah, the chosen one, the rescuer, the son of the living god.

jesus: "god bless you, simon you didn't ger thar answer our of books or from reachers. my
Farher in heaven, god himself, ler you in on this secrer of who i really am. and now i'm going o
tell you who you are, really are. your a rack, i'm going to call you rocky [or petros o your greeH
friends]).

[to the ramariki] this is the rock on which i will pur ragerher my church, a church so
eHpansive with energy thar nor even the gares of hell will be able ro Heep it out.

"and rhar's not all. you will have complere and free access o god's Hingdom, Heys to open
any and every door: no more barriers berween heaven and earth, earth and heaven. a yes on
earrth is yes in heaven. a no on earth is no in heaven."

bur guys you can'r tell anyone thar i'm the messiah oH? promise me!

[leader rakes Rids back rhrough portal, sound effects herg]

weeH 5 aug 23rd
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tFOQknLTXmA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tFOQknLTXmA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tFOQknLTXmA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tFOQknLTXmA

Va4

"wowy, that was a huge clue wasn't it! we heard from peter himself abour who jesus is!
ler's write down whar we Hnow about jesus now on our clue card.

now what eHactly is a messiah? miriam and perer used rhar word roday?
let's checH our clue cards again

[looR ar wrriting on clue card s.2, use mirror inside rhe manila envelope o read reHt. ]

so jesus is going ro be the new leader of israel?

he's going ro kich our rthe romans and rescue the israelites from the romans?
whar sort of rescue mighr he be planning?

why mighr he nor want people going around saying that he was rthe messiah?
why mighr he wanr thar ro be a secrer?

whar does all this reach us abour jesus?

weeH 5 aug 23rd
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/resuun:es needed

rime machine
clue cards #&
cross
speahler

acrors: peter/rochy

N

leader's briefing

7277 —//

this weekH's reading is really a series cliff hanger, and the ramariki will be waiting until

neHr easter ro hear rhe conclusion!

again nr wrighr absolurely nails setting the scene o esrablish just how shoching ir
was when jesus said his plan was to die and rise again. absolurely not whar rocHy

aka perer had envisaged ay.

here's the deets from nr

weeH s aug 3orth
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1NE-YijeljeAGXC-wdGsSbBQG4tmnG6K5/view?usp=drive_link
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matt%2016%3A21-28&version=NRSVA

recap

"derectives, i thinK we've solved it let's read rthrough our clues and report bach o hg
with our findings."

play final rransmission tracH

children ro give some responses, thoughts from on the evidence board bur then
perer comes bursting through rime portal

P ST
il ild

PELILSS —/

perer aHa rochy comes bursting through time paorral. he is distraught.

petrer: its nor whatr i thoughr ar all. here, rthere's one last clue. you're nar going ro believe whatr
jesus has just said. i can't even wrap my head around it. he's supposed o be our messiah
right? the rescuer? smash the baddies? become rhe neHr awwesome Hing? gah!

[storms back through the portal)

open manila envelope ro see last clue. a cross and a bible reference ro marthew 16:21-28.
read passage togerher.

weeH 6 aug 3orh
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Z-BFJODSGxtdMgAe5nS-KJMM3QXAk4k_/view?usp=drive_link

Va4

asH rhe ramariki:

i wonder why jesus said god's plan was so differenr from perer's plan?

i wonder whar the disciples were rhinking after hearing jesus say he would die... and
thenrise again?

i wonder why jesus had to suffer insread of defeating his enemies wwirh an army?

i wonder why nobody seemed to understand jesus, even though he kept telling them
whar would happen?

i wonder whar jesus meanr when he said, "rake up your cross and follows me"?

i wonder whar it means to lose your life in order ro find ir?

i wonder how you would have felr if you had been sranding with the disciples thar day?

i wonder wherher you would have believed jesus’ words... or agreed with perer?

whar final words might we pur on our evidence board?

ideas [because rhis is a frichy one])

jesus wasn't whar people eHpecred

jesus is going ro die and rise again and thar's part of his plan
jesus's way of rescuing looked liHe a failure o a lor of people ar first.
jesus had a very long rerm plan rhat included rescuing us!

jesus plan is srill in acrion roday, and we can be part of it!

share rhese wirh "hg" you might want ro play the final rransmission rrack again.

final recording from hg

weeH 6 aug 3orh
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Z-BFJODSGxtdMgAe5nS-KJMM3QXAk4k_/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1vq-6j6s5PCKzBJoOMoC_aQvgm7cqOm-5/view?usp=drive_link

	The Mission: Engaging Tamariki in the adventure of discovering who Jesus is, through Bible Stories.
	The premise:  Tamariki are the newest recruits at Chronos Detective Agency. They have been given their first mission as Spy Detectives. To travel back in time and investigate the greatest mystery of all, Who exactly is Jesus? Over a series of 6 weeks, children will travel back through time and experience bible stories that help build a picture of who Jesus is.
	The lessons: Each week will have the following 3 lesson components:
	Mission Briefing: Agents receive a mysterious clue from the past and their mission for the week.
	Time Portal: Agents pass through a "time machine" into the Bible setting with sounds, props, and costumed witnesses. (Get your talented actors on a roster quick!)
	Detective Debrief: Agents will discuss what they found and learned and add clue cards to the evidence board.
	Week 1:  Matthew 13, Jesus the Wise Guy  Week 2: Matthew 14 Jesus the Miracle Man Week 3: Matthew 14 Jesus the Boss of Creation Week 4: Matthew 15 Jesus the Healer Week 5: Matthew 16 Jesus the Messiah (!?!) Week 6: CASE CLOSED.... or is it. Plot Twist! Matthew 16, Jesus’s Unexpected Mission.)
	If you are lectionary lovers, these lessons follow July 26th - August 30th.
	Resources needed:
	Cute extras:
	Week 1 July 26th

	Matt 13:31-33,44-52
	“Agents, welcome to the Chronos Detective Agency! Today, you are no ordinary tamariki. You are now officially Time Travelling Detectives. Our agency has been given the most important case in all of history. (Hold up the envelope.) Inside this case file is a mystery that people have been asking for over 2,000 years: “Who is Jesus, really?” Some people said He was a teacher. Others said He was a prophet. Some thought He would become a powerful king. Others believed He was God's promised rescuer. But what does the evidence say? That's where you come in. Over the next six weeks, we will travel back through time to investigate the people who met Jesus face-to-face. We will interview witnesses, examine clues, investigate evidence, and build a case file. Every week a new clue will arrive from the past. Sometimes it might be a coded message, a secret document, an intercepted scroll, or a mysterious object. Your job is to figure out what it tells us about Jesus. To do that, we'll step through the Time Portal and travel to a different moment in history. There, we'll meet witnesses who saw Jesus with their own eyes. We'll listen carefully, ask questions, and collect evidence. Then, working as detective teams, you'll investigate one important question: "What does this tell us about who Jesus is?" Each week we'll add a new clue to our Evidence Board. (Point to the board.) At first, the clues might seem confusing. Some pieces won't fit together. Some clues may even seem to point in different directions. We'll connect each clue and keep following the evidence wherever it leads.”
	“So, agents, are you ready to open the case file? (HYPe them up!) Then welcome to your first mission, The investigation begins now.” [Open manila folder, read clue card and pass around mustard seed and coin]
	Week 1 July 26th
	Walk tamariki through the “time machine” (sound effects available here) Once tamariki are through play ancient marketplace soundtrack (have Jesus “freeze” until the soundtrack starts) Have Jesus waiting on the other side, cushions on the ground and snacks available. Jesus beckons the tamariki to come and sit and listen.
	Jesus actor reads aloud: "Have you ever seen a tiny little seed? It doesn't look like much, does it? But when you plant it, it grows into a huge plant where birds can come and build their nests. God's Kingdom is like that.
	It's also like yeast that someone mixes into bread dough. At first you can't even see it working. But after a while, the whole batch of dough has changed.
	Also, Imagine you're digging in a field... and CLUNK! Your shovel hits a treasure chest! You open it and it's packed with gold and jewels! You'd be so excited! You'd think, 'I have to have this!' So you sell everything you've got so you can buy that field. That's what God's Kingdom is like. Knowing God is worth more than anything else you could ever own."
	Now Imagine someone who spends their life searching for beautiful pearls. Then one day... they find the perfect one. It's the most amazing pearl they've ever seen. They know it's worth it, so they sell everything they own just to get it. That's what God's Kingdom is like. It's the greatest treasure you'll ever find."
	“Does anyone have any questions?”
	take tamariki back through the time portal, turn market sounds off and play time tmachine sounds
	Week 1 July 26th
	Allow children to offer ideas without confirming the final answer. Encourage curiosity: "That's a great theory. Let's keep collecting evidence over the next few weeks and see where it leads."
	Evidence Gathering
	Ideas:
	Jesus understands God's Kingdom better than anyone else.
	Jesus is a Wise Teacher.
	Closing Challenge
	Week 2  august 2nd

	Matt 14:13-21

	leader’s briefing
	recap "Detectives, before we head back through the Time Portal, let's remind ourselves what we discovered in our last investigation." Ask the tamariki:
	What was our big question last week? (Who is Jesus?)
	What did He compare God's Kingdom to? (A tiny seed, yeast, hidden treasure, a pearl.)
	What was the clue we added to our Evidence Board?
	new clue Open the TOP SECRET envelope. Inside you'll find:
	A slice of bread
	A bag of chocolate fish
	A clue card that says: Population: 5000
	Show the children each item one at a time. Hand every child one chocolate fish and say: "You can eat your chocolate fish... if you want....But remember, we're detectives. Around here, everything could be a clue! You might need it later." Ask them to whisper to a friend what this week’s clues might mean.
	"Let's travel back in time and see if we can work out what they mean."
	Week 2  Aug 2nd
	Philip: Jesus...These guys have shared what they have. It's everything we could find.
	Jesus: (simles at the children.) Thank you for sharing what you had. Sometimes God can do amazing things with things that seem very small. (Jesus lifts the bread up.) Let's thank God. (Jesus looks toward heaven.) "Father, Thank You for providing everything we need.
	Philip: What? No! Not now! You're going to miss the best part! Quick! Get back to your Time Portal before you're stuck here forever! Go! Go!

	Back at “headquarters”
	Week 3  august 9th
	Matt 14:22-33
	recap "Detectives, before we uncover our next clue, let's remind ourselves what we discovered in our last investigation." Ask the tamariki:
	What was our big question last week? (Who is Jesus?)
	What did He do or say?
	What was the clue we added to our Evidence Board?
	new clue Open the TOP SECRET envelope. Inside you'll find:
	a clue card with a qr code.
	Scan the qr code to listen to a mayday message from the disciples aboard a ship. Just after this message is finished Peter (disciple/actor) is to burst through the time machine. Kids aren’t going through today (if they ask, it’s too stormy, no one bought a raincoat or a wetsuit did they?)
	see next page for peter’s script.
	Week 3  Aug  9th
	Peter (with soaked hair, looking cold stimbls through portal)
	Leader:Whoa!! who are you? You're absolutely soaked! Here... (Hands him a towel.) Dry yourself off. Would you like a nice cup of tea? (Hands him mug.)
	Peter: Oh... Thank you. I needed that. You have NO idea what I've just been through.
	Leader: What happened?
	Peter: Well... Jesus told us to get in the boat and head across the lake. He stayed behind to pray. At first everything was fine. Then... The wind started getting stronger The waves got bigger...And bigger...And bigger! Our boat was bouncing everywhere! We'd been rowing for HOURS! None of us was getting anywhere. Then... (whispers) We saw someone.. walking across the water. Walking. On. The. water.
	Leader: Seriously?
	Peter: Seriously! We all screamed. We thought it was a ghost! But then we heard Jesus saying, "Take courage! It is I. Don't be afraid. Well... If it really was Jesus... I wanted proof. So I shouted, “Lord, if it's really you, tell me to come to you on the water!" Do you know what He said? ... "Come on”... I don't usually think things through...I just do them. So... I climbed over the side of the boat. And... I didn't sink! I was actually... Walking. On. Water! Can you believe it? I was walking towards Jesus! (Smiles proudly.)
	(A loud voice is heard offstage.) Jesus (offstage): Peter! Come back!
	Peter: Oh! That's Jesus! I've got to go! You'll have to find out what happened next!
	Leader: Detectives...Peter didn't finish the story.

	read matthew 14:22-33
	Ask the children to discuss in pairs:
	what happened when Peter went back?
	i wonder why jesus chose to walk out to them?
	I wonder what other stories about being rescued from the sea, might have popped into the disciples minds?
	i wonder why peter picked walking on water as the test to see if it was actually jesus
	What does this miracle tell us about who Jesus is?
	Share back to the group and write some bullet points on the clue card before pinning to the evidence board.
	Week 3 Aug  9th
	Week 4  august 16th

	Matt 15:21-28
	recap "Detectives, before we head back through the Time Portal, let's remind ourselves what we discovered in our last investigation." Ask the tamariki:
	What was our big question last week? (Who is Jesus?)
	What did He do or say?
	What was the clue we added to our Evidence Board?
	new clue Open the TOP SECRET envelope. Inside you'll find:
	a clue card that says “the mission”
	2 ziplock bags, one with a sheep inside, one with a bunch of other animals.
	what might these clues reveal about jesus identity
	“let’s head into the time portal and find out what these clues can teach us about who Jesus is”
	Week 4 Aug 16th
	Walk tamariki through the “time machine” (sound effects here)
	Ask the children to discuss in pairs:
	i wonder why jesus ignored the woman at first?
	I wonder what would have happened, if the woman hadn’t kept pushing and asking?
	I wonder why jesus’ mission to the israelites was so important to him?
	i wonder why the woman called him the son of david?
	What does this story tell us about who Jesus is?
	what might our clues have been trying to tell us? (Step 1/step 2.)
	what do you think step 2 looked like? (Jesus’ rescue plan is not just for israel but for the whole world.)
	how do you think the canaanite woman knew about step 2 in jesus’ plan before even his disciples did?
	Share back to the group and write some bullet points on the clue card before pinning to the evidence board.
	Week 4 Aug 16th
	Exod 1:8 – 2:10  Matt 16:13-20
	Week 5  august 23rd


	leader’s briefing
	recap "Detectives, before we head back through the Time Portal, let's remind ourselves what we discovered in our last investigation." Ask the tamariki:
	What was our big question last week? (Who is Jesus?)
	What did He do or say?
	What was the clue we added to our Evidence Board?
	new clue Open the TOP SECRET envelope. Inside you'll find:
	a clue card with a photo of a stone tablet etched with hebrew lettering.
	a second clue card
	a mirror
	‘I wonder when this artifact is from? It looks like they didn’t use paper at that time!” “I wonder what this says?”  “Who know what sort of code or alphabet this might be?” “I have a spy gadget that might help us decipher this!”  (Use the google translate app on your phone to translate, note that it should say it detects hebrew as well as translating) which people group speak hebrew?
	Let’s go through the time portal and find out more!
	Week 5 Aug 23rd
	play time machine soundtrack (important to use this one as it has a “malfunction message” to explain where they are) play army marching sounds
	Miriam: (bursts in carrying a tightly wrapped baby bundle. She is frightened, constantly looking over her shoulder. She rocks the bundle while trying to stay hidden.)
	Miriam: (whispering urgently) You shouldn't be here! You have to leave! Can you hear them? They're coming. The soldiers. The Pharaoh has given an order. Every Hebrew baby boy....must die. (Hugs the bundle tightly.)
	Leader: Wait...Who are you protecting?
	Miriam: My little brother, moses. If the soldiers find him... they'll kill him.
	Leader: Why would Pharaoh do something so terrible?
	Miriam: Because there are too many of us. We're Hebrews. We've become slaves. Pharaoh is afraid we'll become stronger than Egypt. So first he made us work until we could hardly stand... and now... he wants our baby boys gone. (gasps) Quick! Everyone hide! (Duck down together.)
	Leader:  (whispers) How long has this been happening?
	Miriam: For years. We've cried. We've prayed. We've begged God to rescue us. But nothing changes.
	Leader: Then why don't you give up?
	Miriam: Because God promised. A rescuer would come one day. We're still waiting. She turns desperately to the children.
	Miriam (turning to children) Have you seen him? The Rescuer? Do you know where he is?
	Leader: Well... we're actually looking for—we can’t tell you, but he’s coming!
	Miriam (Almost crying.) Then please... if you see him... tell him... we need him. Tell               h                                him we're waiting. Where is our Messiah, our Rescuer?                                      (She clutches the baby and begins to leave. then stops.)                                          here they come! Run!                                          (leader takes kids back through portal, sound effects here) (
	Week 5 Aug 23rd
	Investigation Questions

	Walk tamariki through the “time machine” (sound effects here)
	Jesus and peter sitting on cushions in a circle with food in the middle
	Jesus: welcome guys come and join us! (kids to sit down and have some snacks) Jesus: so, you’ve been hanging out with me for a while now, i’ve got a question...who am I?
	Peter: we’ll Jesus, people have got also sorts of theories, what about you detectives, who do you reckon Jesus is? (give kids opportunities to answer)
	Jesus: what about you? (points to peter) you’e been hanging out with me for nearly 3 years! Who do you think I am?”
	Peter: You’re the Messiah, the chosen one, the rescuer, the Son of the living God.
	jesus: “God bless you, Simon You didn’t get that answer out of books or from teachers. My Father in heaven, God himself, let you in on this secret of who I really am. And now I’m going to tell you who you are, really are. Your a rock, i’m going to call you Rocky (or petros to your greek friends).
	(to the tamariki)  This is the rock on which I will put together my church, a church so expansive with energy that not even the gates of hell will be able to keep it out.
	“And that’s not all. You will have complete and free access to God’s kingdom, keys to open any and every door: no more barriers between heaven and earth, earth and heaven. A yes on earth is yes in heaven. A no on earth is no in heaven.”
	but guys you can’t tell anyone that i’m the messiah ok? Promise me!
	(leader takes kids back through portal, sound effects here)
	Week 5 Aug 23rd
	“wow, that was a huge clue wasn’t it! We heard from Peter himself about who Jesus is! Let’s write down what we know about jesus now on our clue card.
	now what exactly is a messiah? miriam and peter used that word today? Let’s check our clue cards again.....”
	(look at writing on clue card 5.2, use mirror inside the manila envelope to read text. )
	So JEsus is going to be the new leader of israel? He’s going to kick out the romans and rescue the israelites from the romans? what sort of rescue might he be planning? why might he not want people going around saying that he was the messiah?  Why might he want that to be a secret? what does all this teach us about Jesus?
	Week 5 Aug 23rd
	Week 6  august 30th
	Matt 16:21-28

	leader’s briefing
	recap "Detectives, I think we’ve solved it! Let’s read through our clues and report back to HQ with our findings.”
	play final transmission track children to give some responses, thoughts from on the evidence board but then....... peter comes bursting through time portal
	peter aka rocky comes bursting through time portal. He is distraught.
	peter: its not what i thought at all. here, there’s one last clue. you’re not going to believe what jesus has just said. I can’t even wrap my head around it. He’s supposed to be our messiah right? The rescuer? Smash the baddies? become the next awesome king? gah! (storms back through the portal)
	open manila envelope to see last clue. a cross and a bible reference to matthew 16:21-28.  Read passage together.
	Week 6 Aug 30th
	final recording from HQ

